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SECOND REPORT ON EXCAVATIONS AT FISHERWICK, STAFFS. 1973 
ICE-WEDGE CASTS AND A MIDDLE BRONZE AGE SETTLEMENT* 

CHRISTOPHER A. SMITH 

SUMMARY Excavations at N.G.R. SK 178082, in field 8817 established that a pattern of 
crop-marks recorded on air-photographs was caused by ice-wedge casts formed during periglacial 
activity during the Late Devensian phase of the Pleistocene period. A post-hole structure and 
accompanying hand-made pottery found during the course of these excavations has been dated by 
C14 to the latter part of the 2nd millennium b.c. 

INTRODUCTION 

THE PURPOSE OF THE 1973 excavations was to establish the character and date of a group of 
crop-marks discovered and photographed from the air by Mr. James Pickering (Plate I). The site is 
owned by Hoveringham Gravels Ltd., and is under long term threat of destruction by quarrying. 
The marks lie within field 8817 of the Ordnance Survey 1:2500 sheet number SK 1708, the 
six-figure N.G.R. for the site being SK 178082. Field 8817 is a pre-1882 amalgamation of three 
fields existing at the time of the Tithe Award Survey in 1844 (S.R.O. D1851/4/9). The limits of 
these earlier fields, where they differ from existing boundaries, can be seen in Plate 1 as thin, dark 
crop-marks. 

Field 8817 lies within the area covered by the Lichfield sheet (no. 154) of the Geological 
Survey 1 inch series, with its accompanying memoir entitled 'The Geology of the Country Around 
Lichfield' (Barrow et al., 1919). The formations at the site are marked as Keuper Marl overlain by 
boulder clay. The excavated sections did not, however, reveal a typical boulder clay but rather had 
the appearance of river terrace gravels. Topographically the immediate vicinity has very much the 
aspect of a river terrace, and on visiting the site Prof. Shotton suggested that as such it should be 
correlated with the Hams Hall Terrace previously recorded only above Tamworth (Shotton, 1954, 
1973). 

As the contoured plan shows (figure 1 x ) the site slopes gently to the east from level ground at 
60m O.D. to the surface of the Low Terrace 3m below. The three main cuttings — A,B and C/D — 
were positioned so as to provide sections across the principal crop-marks visible on Plate I. Cutting 
A was excavated by hand to the depth of the water-table which at the time (May) stood at 0.95m 
below the ground surface. Aa and Ab were excavated by machine to the same depth in order to 
establish the continuity of features which had been identified in A. Cutting B was laid out on the 
same alignment as Aa 48.75m to the north. Topsoil from the northern 3.5m was removed by 
machine but the remainder of the cutting was excavated by hand to a depth of 1.45m, the level of 
the water-table in July. Cuttings C and D were laid out at right angles to B in a westerly direction 
and were joined to form CD, which was extended to the north and south upon the discovery of 
structural features associated with hand-made pottery. Most of CD was not excavated deeper than 
0.5m, the area of the earlier cutting D being an exception where it was necessary to work to about 
1.0m in order to establish the character of the feature present. 

* The first report was unnumbered. It was: Henrietta Miles, 'Excavations at Fisherwick, Staffs. 1968 - 'A 
Romano-British Farm-stead and a Neolithic Occupation Site', Trans, x for 1968-9 (1969) . 
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Fig. 1 
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EXCAVATIONS AT THE MOAT SITE, WALSALL, STAFFS. 1972-4 

STUART AND SUSAN WRATHMELL 

SUMMAR Y Excavations in the southern half of the Moat Site, Walsall (SP 001 985), uncovered 
vestiges of the medieval manor. The earliest activity on the site was agricultural, represented by an 
area of ridge and furrow which had probably been abandoned by the 13th century. Thereafter, the 
stone sills of three timber buildings had been constructed on the ridges. One of them contained a 
latrine, and another was possibly a forge. By the late 14th century the present moat had been dug 
around these buildings, and the clay upcast had been dumped upon their foundations. This 
platform supported a second group of foundations, representing kitchens and a residential 
building. The manor was abandoned in the early 15th century. 

THE SITE (fig. 1 and plate I) 

THE MOAT SITE is situated about 1.5 km west of the centre of Walsall. It lies between Moat 
Road on the north, and the grounds of the Manor Hospital on the south. On all sides but the south 
it is surrounded by housing estates, and modern building has masked its prominent position. The 
site occupies a spur of land bounded on the south by the valley of the river Tame, and on the east 
and west by tributaries of that river; and at about 140 m above sea level it is the highest point to 
the west of Church Hill in the middle of the borough. The Moat Site is composed of boulder clay 
which overlies coal measures. The nearest outcrop of limestone is Church Hill, part of the Wenlock 
series. 

At the beginning of excavations the earthwork comprised three water-filled arms of a moat, 
delineating an area of about 3,800 sq. m. However, estate plans of the mid 19th century and 
earlier show the site moated on all four sides, encompassing about 5,500 sq. m. The earliest 
surviving estate plan, dated 1763, 1 indicated the site as a homestead in a landscape of enclosed 
fields. Two buildings lay within it, at the north and south ends. Although access was provided by a 
lane running through the fields to the north end of the site, no causeway across the moat was 
marked. However, a blocking of the north arm of the moat was shown on a plan of 1865. 2 

Between that date and 1884 the north arm, and the northern ends of the east and west arms, were 
filled in, and a row of houses was constructed upon them. The Belle Vue public house was also 
then erected upon the moat, although its outbuilding to the south is of earlier date. During the 
second half of the 19th century the rest of the site was a garden containing two ranges of 
greenhouses. 3 From the 1920s a bowling-green and pavilion occupied the northern half of the site, 
and allotment gardens the southern half.4 More recently, all the buildings on the site, other than 
the public house and its outbuilding, have been demolished, and the area within the moat has been 
entirely waste. 

1. Reproduced in K. J. Dean and P. Liddle, The Urban Growth of Walsall. 1763-1966 (Walsall, 1967), no. 1. 
2. Walsall Public Library collection. 
3. Ordnance Survey maps, 1:2500, 1884 and 1917 editions. 
4. Ordnance Survey map, 1:1250, 1963 edition. 
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20 EXCAVATIONS AT THE MOAT SITE, WALSALL, STAFFS. 1972-74 

Fig. 1 Location maps and site plan 

Early in 1972 the West Midlands Regional Hospital Board began negotiations for the purchase 
of about a third of the site, its northern and western boundaries marked by the fence shown on 
fig. 1. Rescue excavations, undertaken by the authors on behalf of the Walsall Local History 
Society, began in the summer of that year, in the expectation that extensions to the Manor 
Hospital would destroy much of the southern half of the site during the following winter. Because 
of delays in the start of building, excavation continued during 1973 and 1974. In total, some 
eleven weeks' work was possible, although the circumstances prevented long-term planning. 
Finally, in the spring of 1974 the boundary of the redevelopment area was changed, with the 
result that an additional strip of land 7 m wide, running across the centre of the site, was 
threatened. 

Such were the difficulties of planning and organization. Fortunately, they were matched by the 
generous assistance of numerous bodies and individuals. Permission to excavate was readily granted 
by Bass, Mitchells and Butlers, Ltd., and by the West Midlands Regional Hospital Board. Financial 
assistance was provided by the Department of the Environment, by Walsall Borough Council, and 
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Fig. 15 Pottery from surface of platform: southern area 04) 
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E X C A V A T I O N S A T T H E M O A T S I T E , W A L S A L L , S T A F F S . 1 9 7 2 - 7 4 4 5 

Cobbles in furrow outside Building A, phase one (B81) 
9. Rim of cooking/storage-pot; hard white fabric with many small to medium grits. 

10. Rim of ?storage-pot; hard white fabric with many small grits; smooth cream inner surface 
partly covered by thick green glaze. 

11. ?Flat base of cooking-pot; hard grey fabric burnt to black and red in parts with a few small grits 
and larger white inclusions. 

12. Sagging base of cooking-pot; hard white fabric with many small grits; smoke stains and sooty 
deposits on exterior. 

Pre-platform ground surface outside buildings (B35) 
13. Flat base of cooking-pot; hard cream fabric with many small grits; outer surface soot-stained. 
14. Rim of cooking-pot; hard brown sandy fabric, oxidized, with many small grits; outer surface 

soot-stained. 
15. Base of cooking-pot; hard peach-coloured fabric with a few small grits; outer surface soot-

stained. 
16. Flat base of cooking-pot; hard grey fabric with medium grits; inner surface smooth; outer 

surface soot-stained. 
17. Rim of storage/cooking-pot; hard grey fabric with many small to medium grits and with cream 

surfaces. 
18. Rim of cooking/storage-pot; hard black fabric with few small to medium grits. 
19. Rim of large cooking-bowl; hard red sandy fabric with many small grits, oxidized; underside 

soot-stained. 
20. Rim of jug; hard cream fabric with many small grits; outer surface covered in dull olive-green 

glaze ending in a horizontal line on the inner edge of the rim. This suggests that the vessel was 
dipped upside down into liquid glaze. 

Interior of clay platform (B33) 

21. Body sherds of baluster jug; soft white-pink fabric with many small to medium grits; outside 
covered with a thick green glaze and decorated by incised wavy and horizontal lines. 

22. Rim and body of small cooking-pot with a socket for the insertion of a wooden handle; soft 
red fabric with many small grits and one large inclusion; smoke-stained on outer surface; 
socket made by drawing out clay from the body of the pot. 

23. Stump of jug handle; soft orange sandy fabric with many small to medium grits; soot-stained 
in parts possibly from heating in fire. 

24. Flat base of cooking-pot; hard white fabric with many small and medium grits; outer surface 
soot-stained; inside covered in thick crazed green glaze with brownish streaks. 

25. Sagging base of large storage-jar; hard white fabric with many small and medium grits; smooth 
surfaces. 

26. Rim of large cooking-pot; hard grey fabric with cream surfaces and small to medium grits; 
soot- and smoke-stained on outer and inner surfaces. 

27. Complete omphalos base and large part of body of small jug; soft white fabric with many 
small to medium grits; outside decorated with vertical bands of red-brown paint; body sherds 
also from BO 5. 

Above Platform, Southern Area (fig. 15) 

Gully beneath the main east-west wall (B/C06) 

1. Large part of a jug, lacking handle and most of base; hard cream fabric with many small to 
medium grits; outside covered with patchy green glaze and decorated with three incised wavy 
lines running horizontally; globular body, pinched-out pouring lip and omphalos base. 
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4d EXCAVATIONS AT THE MOAT SITE, WALSALL. STALES. 1972-74 

Charcoal layer within kitchen area (B05) 

2. Rim and part of pouring lip of jug; hard white fabric with small grits; external brown and 
green glaze. 

3. Sagging base of cooking-pot; hard grey fabric with small to medium grits; outside red to 
brown. 

Rubbish-pit outside south wall of kitchens (B06) 

4. Pinched-out pouring lip of jug; hard white fabric with small grits; thick green glaze with brown 
streaks on both sides of lip. 

5. ?Sagging base of cooking-bowl; hard red fabric with few medium grits; inside partly covered in 
thick brown glaze; soot- and smoke-stains on outside. 

Drainage sump outside south wall of kitchens (B07) 

6. Sagging base of cooking-bowl; orange fabric with small grits; smoke stained on outside. 

East-west gully running across southern area (B/C07, CI3) 

7. Omphalos base and body of small jug; hard white fabric with small and medium grits; outer 
surface badly worn and pitted; spots of green glaze on base and below stump of handle. 

8. Rim of cooking/storage-pot; hard white fabric with small grits. 

Burnt mortar consolidation east of oven (B24) 

9. Rim of cooking/storage-pot; hard white fabric; many small grits. 

Beneath mortar flooring in kitchen extension (B09) 

10. Rim of jug; hard white fabric with small and medium grits. 

Within the eastern partition wall of kitchens (B14) 

11. Part of a drip-tray with sagging base; hard cream fabric with many small to medium grits; 
inside covered in thick green glaze with brown patches; soot- and smoke-stains on outside; 
parts also from robber trench of this wall (B08) and beneath mortar consolidation (BIO, B24). 

Drainage gully on west side of kitchen extension (B23) 

12. Rim of cooking/storage-pot; hard red fabric with few small grits; glossy surfaces; traces of 
brown glaze on outside. 

13. Part of pipkin handle; buff fabric with small grits. 

Clay, ash and slag fill of well (D14, D19) 

14. Sagging base of cooking-pot; hard white fabric with few medium grits; smoke-stained on 
outside. 

15. Rim of cooking/storage-pot; very hard grey fabric evenly fired with many small grits. 
16. Rim of cooking/storage-pot; soft pink fabric with small grits and cream surfaces. 
17. Base of cooking-pot; hard brown to grey fabric with few small and medium grits; inner surface 

smooth; outer surface burnt and scarred. 
18. ?Sagging base of cooking-pot; hard pink fabric with few small grits; interior covered in yellow 

glaze with green spots; exterior stained by smoke. 
19. Base of cooking/storage-pot; hard grey fabric with few grits. 

Cobble and earth levelling to south of stone plinths (D20) 

20. Sagging base of cooking/storage-pot; hard white fabric with many small grits; worn surfaces. 
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EXCAVATIONS AT THE MOAT SITE, WALSALL, STALLS. 1972-74 47 

l ip. 16 Pottery from surface of platform: weslern area PA) 
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NINTH REPORT OF EXCAVATIONS AT TAMWORTH, STAFFS., 1972 
A SECTION THROUGH THE NORTH DEFENCES 

AT BELL INN CORNER 

K. W. SHERIDAN 

SUMMARY A section cut through the north defences of Tamworth in April, 1972 revealed a 
probable Saxon ditch. Above the ditch was the front of a later pre-Conquest rampart and the rear 
of what was probably a medieval bank. No dating evidence was recovered. 

THE SITE (fig. 1) 

THE APPROXIMATE LINE of the northern defences of Tamworth has been previously identified 
by Wainwright1 and the author 2 to the east of Bell Inn Corner, the supposed position of the 
Saxon and medieval northern entrances to the town. The present site is situated to the west of the 
supposed gates on an area known as Shepherds Yard. At the time of the excavation it was 
proposed to construct a new road junction with associated subways. The excavation was planned 
as a preliminary to more extensive work prior to disturbance of the site by construction work. The 
highway proposals, however, have since been revised and total excavation of the site may no longer 
be required. 

THE EXCAVATION (fig. 2) 

A mechanically excavated trench 13.4 m long by 1.5 m wide by 2 m deep was cut across the 
supposed line of the defences. Natural marl was reached in all but the northern end of the trench. 
This part was excavated by hand. In the following description numerals in parentheses in the text 
refer to numbered layers and features on fig. 2. 

The earliest feature on the site was a shallow ditch running from east to west across the 
northern part of the trench (1). The bottom of the ditch was lined, probably deliberately, by a 
shallow layer of clay. Above this clay was a layer of sandy primary silt overlaid by dark soil, the 
main fill of the ditch. 

Immediately to the rear of the ditch was a layer of clay (2), which in the western section 
overlay a thin layer of burnt material. The primary fill of the ditch overlay the front of this clay, 
suggesting that the two may be contemporary. Overlying this clay layer was a layer of fairly clean 
sand (3) which extended to the southern limit of the trench. The upper part of this layer 
contained a large quantity of sandstone (4). Two features, probably post-holes, cut through this 
sandy layer (fig. 2, a and b). These features appeared to have been cut from the top of the stoney 
layer (4) or from a higher layer (see below). 

In the upper part of the ditch, overlying its main fill, was a layer of clay dipping to the north 
(5). In the eastern section was the remains of a timber post set into this clay and clearly associated 

1. K. W. Sheridan, Trans, xiv for 1972/3 (1973) , pp. 38-42. 
2. Ibid, pp. 32-7. 
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NINTH REPORT OF EXCAVATIONS AT TAMWORTH, STAFFS. 1972 55 

with it (fig. 2, c). To the south this clay layer was cut away by a layer of sandy soils (6) which 
contained a layer of crushed sandstone below a layer of sandy clay (7). 

Above these layers was a thick layer of dark brown soil (8) containing modern brick. This was 
overlaid by the modern ash and rubble surface (9). In the western section there was evidence for 
recent disturbance at the southern end of the trench (10). 
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ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCHYARD, LICHFIELD, STAFFS. 

DOROTHY and JIM GOULD, F.S.A. 

ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH, LICHFIELD (N.G.R. SK 124095) stands in a huge raised graveyard of 
almost seven acres on a hilltop with steeply sloping sides overlooking the city (fig. 1). About 1569, 
Preb. Whitlock of Lichfield Cathedral wrote a history perhaps best called Chronicon Lichfeldensis 
Ecclesiae, a copy of which is now in the Bodleian Library (Ashmolean MS. 770.). Whitlock used 
some material from the 14th century 'Lichfield Chronicle' usually attributed (wrongly) to Thomas 
Chesterfield, but he also used some material from elsewhere, including local tradition. On folio 
33v. is a passage headed De Cemeteriis which also includes the following: 

. . . In primordiis nascentis ecclesiae Anglicane cemeteria erant rare pauce sed amplissima et 
spaciosa ut cemeterium Avellonie sanctum in quo Rex Arthurius sepultus est Cemeterium 
Duroverni Cantiorum Eboraci Brigantium Lindisfeme atque adeo cemeterium Divo Michaeli 
sacrum Lichfeldie ab Augustino Anglorum Apostolo ut fame est consecratum. 

A further history, different from Whitlock's but often confused with it, is preserved in the 
Cathedral library. It was written about 1575 though the Cathedral copy was made in the 17th 
century from a volume held by the Provost of Queen's College, Oxford.1 It also refers to local 
tradition. After proposing that the name 'Lichfield' means the field of the dead and suggesting a 
massacre of Christians to explain the name, it continues: 

. . . Hujus etiam cladis constans indigenarum fama testis est Corporibus occisorum sepeliendis 
insolitae magnitudinis cemiterium quod fano Divi Michaelis adjacet fertur inservisse quod ferunt 
Augustino qui Anglorum Apostolus dicitur cum illas insulae partes inviserat religione venerabile 
fuisse...2 

Thus there was in the 16th century a folk memory that the graveyard of St. Michael was a very 
ancient foundation. Its association in the popular mind with Augustine rather than St. Chad is 
remarkable and there is no easy explanation for this. The tradition by itself may seem of little 
importance but Prof. Finberg has suggested that St. Chad had his mansio remotior in a churchyard 
dedicated to St. Michael.3 The added fact that Letocetum lay within the parish of St. Michael 
makes a detailed consideration of the churchyard desirable. With one possible exception, no 
Christian burials are known at Letocetum. The Roman cemetery lay to the west of the town, and 
all burials so far found there have been first and second century cremations. 4 Inhumation became 

1. Historiae Ecclesiae Lichfeldensis, once numbered 31 in Lichfield Cathedral Library but in 1974, renumbered 
MS. 13. The author is unknown. 

2. The Very Rev. H. E. Savage drew attention to these two passages in his St. Chad's Day address, The Church 
History of Lichfield (Lichfield, 1914). 

3. H. P. R. Finberg, 'The Archangel Michael in Britain' Millenaire Monastique du St. Michel, iii, (Paris, 1971), p. 
4 6 0 . 

4. H. R. Hodgkinson, 'Excavation of the Roman Cemetery at Wall', T.B.A.S. lii, pt. II for 1927 (1930) , pp. 
308-11;W. F. Blay, Letocetum (Walsall, 1925), p. 24 . 
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ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCHYARD, LICHFIELD, STAFF'S. 59 

Fig. 1 Contour survey of the churchyard 

common for pagans as well as Christians during the third and fourth centuries. The only 
inhumation so far found at Letocetum was in a stone coffin discovered when the road that runs 
northwards, east of the baths but west of the fourth-century enclosure, was lowered in the last 
century. 5 

All animal bones found during recent excavations at Letocetum had been reduced to soft 
brown smudges by the acid soil and were only recognized as animal bones by the remains of the 
teeth. It could be that earlier excavators failed to recognize inhumations because of the decayed 
state of the bones. Alternatively, the Christian cemetery may have been elsewhere. In the late 
Roman and sub-Roman periods huge unenclosed cemeteries are known. 6 No probable candidate 
for such a site is known near to Letocetum other than St. Michael's graveyard and, as already 
stated, Letocetum lay within the parish of St. Michael. 

The earliest known document to refer directly to this graveyard is a 13th century grant of land 
to the chaplains of the Chapel of B. Michael for prayers for the souls of the grantor's parents and 
5. J. N. Bagnall, 'Recent Excavations at Letocetum', T.B.A.S. iv for 1873 (1874) , p. 38. 
6. P. A. Rahtz, 'Sub-Roman Cemeteries in Somerset', in Christianity in Britain 300-700, eds. M. W. Barley & R. 

P. Hanson, (Leicester, 1968) , pp. 193-5. 
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WALL-PAINTING IN A HOUSE IN 
HIGH STREET, WALSALL, STAFFS 

V. F. PENN 

IN APRIL 1969 some houses were being demolished on the south-west side of High Street, Walsall. 
During the demolition some painted plaster was recognized on the first-floor of a north-west facing 
wall of no. 33 and I arranged for it to be photographed and a portion of it to be preserved. The 
south-east wall of no. 34 had been built against the timber-framed wall of no. 33 and had 
effectively preserved the painted panels which, no doubt, were part of an internal wall of an earlier 
building on the site of nos. 33 and 34. This view is supported by the rebating in the wall-plate 
shown in fig. 2 A-A. 

The timber-framed wall of no. 33 had been covered by a later plaster wall between wooden 
beams. The panels of wall-painting were 33 cm in width and painted on to a plaster surface over 
wattle and daub. The wattle was made of hazel twigs and the painting had a scroll motif of 
strawberries and strawberry leaves: the green of the leaves had become almost black with age (fig. 
1). 
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64 WALL-PAINTING IN HIGH STREET, WALSALL, STALLS. 

Fig. 2 shows the north-west elevation of the timber-framed wall, jetted at first-floor level and 
apparently was jetted also at the second-floor. The upper timber or wall-plate was rebated as 
shown (A-A) to accept the roof rafters. It had been cut off level with the front wall of the 
first-floor. 

At the south-west end of the timber-framed wall on the ground-floor was a door opening with a 
tudor-type arch. 

Mr. E. Clive Rouse says that the scroll motif was an unusual one in Tudor and Jacobean 
wall-paintings, although fruit and flowers were a favourite subject. He considers that the wall-
painting would certainly be not later than the early 17th century and unlikely to be earlier than 
about 1570. 

Nothing is known of the early history of the building. The printing, book and stationery shop 
of John Wilkes, printer of the Walsall Free Press founded in 1856, was at no. 33 until 1883, when 
it became the shop of Mrs. Luckcock described as hosier and later ladies' and children's outfitter. 
In the 1960s it was the Army and Navy Stores of M. E. Harris.2 

No. 34, now unoccupied, was in recent years used as police offices but had previously been 
licensed premises, known at different times as the People's Music Hall, the Tivoli Music Hall and 
then the King Edward VII. 

The buildings were not within the area covered by Thomas Mason's plan of High Street, 1817. 
Regrettably, a detailed examination of the timber-framed wall was not possible because of the 

speed with which the building was demolished. 
A panel of the wall-painting was on view for a short time in the Art Gallery, Walsall, but 

unfortunately, it was destroyed because the wattle was said to be infested. 

1. National Grid Reference SP 0 1 5 2 9 8 3 5 . 
2. Walsall Red Books. 
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CLAY-PIPES FROM THE GARDEN 
OF THE BISHOP'S PALACE, LICHFIELD, STAFFS. 

ADRIAN OSWALD, F.S.A. 

A SMALL COLLECTION of clay-pipes from the garden of the Bishop's Palace, collected by the 
pupils and wife of the headmaster of St. Chad's School, has been submitted to me by Mr. Jim 
Gould. 1 These pipes are of importance since nos. 1 to 5 undoubtedly come from the kiln, 
discovered in 1869, built against the wall of the Bishop's Palace, which was rebuilt in 1689. 2 The 
report, issued when the kiln was found, states that the kiln was coal-fired and that two sorts of 
pipe were made, 'the heels are of two varieties, flattened and pointed'. These pipes to my 
knowledge have never been illustrated. 

Mr. Gould supplies the following documentation: 

1646 Squatters occupied various buildings in the Close. 
1660 or soon after, a list of these squatters was made and shows 'Johnson, wife and children, 

Tobacco Pipemaker' and 'Gunson, wife and sonne, Tobacco Pipemaker' occupying houses 
in the Close. 3 

1655 Henry Bartby making pipes in Tamworth Street. 
1662 Thomas Prince making pipes in Wade Street. 

Bartby and Prince were in the list of people too poor to pay Hearth Tax in 1666. 4 

1695 The lease of a barn granted by the City Bailiffs to Mr. Holder refers to 'that piece of 
waste ground wherein formerly a tobacco pipe kill [sic] stood in Gay Lane in the said City 
by estimation in length eleven yards and in breadth at the east end eight yards and at the 
west end eight foote'. Gay Lane is now Gaia Lane and runs east-west immediately north 
of the Close and Palace, but the lease does not say that the kiln was in the Palace grounds, 
although they back on to Gaia Lane. 5 

Of the pipes submitted nos. 1 to 5 are made of clay, firing a light-red colour: nos. 6 to 8 are the 
usual white colour. 

Nos. 1, 2 and 5. 7/64 in. bore, light-red colour, unpolished, with some cracks and slight skewing 
of the bowl axis, relative to the base. No. 2 shows knife-trimming on the bowl. 

Nos. 3 and 4. 8/64 in. bore, over-fired to a consistency of stoneware and may be considered 
wasters. No. 3 is grey, spotted with white streaks: no. 4 is very dark red with white lines. Both 
show small bits of grit on the surface. 

Pipes nos. 1 to 4 are of Broseley type 2b, c. 1660-80 and are closely paralleled by pipes made at 
Chester by Alexander Lanckton, 1640-60. 6 

1. St. Chad's School now occupies the Bishop's Palace. 
2. Archaeological Journal, xxvi ( 1 8 6 9 ) , p. 2 8 0 . 
3 . Lichfield Joint Record Office. 
4 . P. Laithwaite (ed.), 'Hearth Tax for Lichfield (Chas. II)', Staffordshire Historical Collections (Staffs. Record 

Society) 1 9 3 6 , Part 2 , pp. 1 4 5 - 7 7 . The years in which Bartby and Prince were operating as pipe-makers were 
added by Laithwaite and came from various City records which he consulted. 

5 . Lichfield City Muniment no. 2 6 . 
6 . D. R. Atkinson, Tobacco Pipes of Broseley ( 1 9 7 5 ) , fig. 1 . A. Oswald, Clay Pipes for the Archaeologist, British 

Archaeological Report No. 1 4 ( 1 9 7 5 ) , p. 4 9 , fig. 6 , type 5 N W . 
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PROGRAMME 1974-1975 

1974 
April 6 

May 4 

June 15 

Oct. 4 

Oct. 25 
Nov. 1 

Nov. 22 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 13 

(L) 

(T) 
(L) 

(T) 
(L) 
(T) 

Excursion to Worcester to study architecture of the Cathedral. Leader: M. 
M. Hallett, C.B.E., F.S.A. 
Council for British Archaeology (Group 8) open meeting at Arts Centre, 
Lichfield. Chairman: Dr. Graham Webster, F.S.A. 
Excursion to Northampton (St. Peter's Church and excavations), Stoke 
Bruerne canal museum, Hunsbury Hill (Iron Age fort), Abington Hall folk 
museum, Hinwick House (Capt. and Mrs. Orlebar). Leader: K. W. Sheridan 
Annual General Meeting 
Further thoughts on the Close, Lichfield — J. Gould, F.S.A. 
Vicar's Close, Lichfield: Some documentary evidence — Jane Isaac 
Up-to-date report on the excavations at Wall — A. A. Round, F.S.A. 
Excavations at Catholme, Catton, Staffs. — S. Losco-Bradley 
History in Wastepaper: the Importance of Printed Ephemera — David 
Vaisey, F.S.A. 
London Archaeology — Brian Hobley, F.S.A. 
The Minoan Civilisation: Achievement and End — Dr. Peter Warren, F.S.A. 
Talks on the activities of the Society by Miss C. F. Tarjan, R. A. Meeson and 
J. W. Whiston 

1975 
Jan. 3 
Jan. 24 
Feb. 7 
Feb. 21 

Feb. 28 
Mar. 7 

Mar. 14 

Mar. 28 

(L) 
(T) 
(L) 

(T) 

(T) 

Local Government Archaeology — Mick Aston 
Hadrian's Wall - Prof. John Wilkes, F.S.A. 
Smaller Medieval Houses in North Berkshire — Christopher Currie 
Travel Evening at Arts Centre, Lichfield 
Tuscany — Miss C. F. Tarjan 
Scandinavia - M. M. Hallett, C.B.E., F.S.A. 
The Domestication of Castles - Dr. R. Allen-Brown, F.S.A. 
Civic Evening at St. Chad's Hall, Lichfield 
Iron Age Society — Prof. Barry Cunliffe, F.S.A. 
Travel Evening at Monica Cafe, Tamworth 
The Isle of Skye - R. F. Dodd 
Byzantium — Miss Jane Isaac 
The Buildings of King's Lynn — Dr. Vanessa Doe 

TAMWORTH 

April 1975 

WALL 

(L) Lichfield Public Library 

EXCAVATIONS 

(T) Tamworth Castle 

Excavations in Gungate car-park directed by Peter Field 

Work continued on the Roman bath-house and 'villa' sites, on behalf of the Department of the 
Environment, under the direction of A. A. Round, F.S.A. 
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OBITUARY H. EBDON 

On 10 April 1975, Harry Ebdon, the Society's second president, died at the age of 88. 
Distinguished in public life as a City and a County Councillor, he was Sheriff of Lichfield and in 
his professional life had been an important officer of the Milk Marketing Board. The Society 
remembers him as a dignified and competent leader who was both enthusiastic and kindly. 

He contributed an historical paper to Volume IV of the Transactions and held the presidential 
office for three years from 1963 to 1966. During this term he suffered a grave stroke. In spite of 
his severe handicap, his indomitable will enabled him to continue to take an active interest in the 
affairs of the Society and the committee particularly appreciated the meetings which were 
occasionally held in his house: meetings to which he, as a vice-president, was happy to contribute. 
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